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Stericycle Albuquerque 

•  Stericycle-Albuquerque, is located at 
1920 First St NW, in Albuquerque, 
NM, and was established in 1994. 

•  The Albuquerque Facility is a 
Processing and Transfer Station with 
an onsite Autoclave system. 

•  We transfer incinerate waste to our 
Kansas City, KS location and reusable 
sharps to our Dacono, CO location. 
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Stericycle	  Albuquerque	  

•  Stericycle-Albuquerque processes 
“red bag” waste or UN3291 Regulated 
Medical Waste.  

•  We currently process approximately 
1.2 Million Pounds (6000 tons) and 
transfer 100 tons for offsite 
processing. 

•  We CANNOT accept or process Ebola 
Waste. 
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Stericycle	  Albuquerque	  

•  Stericycle-Albuquerque employs 
approximately 62 full time 
employees and has 6 routes and 4 
long haul routes between Texas and 
New Mexico. 

•  Is the only permitted processing 
facility for RMW in the State of 
New Mexico.	  
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Introduc8on	  

•  This	  presenta+on	  provides	  advice	  and	  guidance	  
about	  managing	  the	  disposal	  of	  waste	  involving	  
Ebola	  and	  other	  similar	  infec+ous	  diseases.	  

•  At	  the	  end	  of	  this	  presenta+on	  you	  will	  have	  a	  
beGer	  apprecia+on	  for:	  

•  what	  Ebola	  is	  and	  what	  the	  risks	  of	  dealing	  with	  
the	  waste	  are	  

•  how	  we	  handle	  these	  wastes	  safely	  and	  
compliantly	  at	  Stericycle	  
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What	  is	  Ebola?	  Facts?	  
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Where	  is	  Ebola?	  	  
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What	  is	  Ebola?	  Facts?	  

•  Ebola	  is	  a	  rare,	  but	  serious	  disease	  caused	  by	  Ebola	  
virus.	  First	  diagnosed	  in	  1976	  in	  Zaire/DRC	  and	  
named	  aQer	  the	  Ebola	  River.	  

•  There	  are	  occasional	  outbreaks	  of	  Ebola	  in	  Africa,	  
the	  most	  recent	  of	  which	  is	  the	  largest.	  

•  The	  risk	  of	  catching	  Ebola	  in	  the	  US	  is	  very	  low,	  as	  it	  
is	  only	  transmiGed	  from	  person	  to	  person	  through	  
direct	  contact	  with	  blood	  or	  bodily	  fluids.	  	  Can	  also	  
occur	  through	  contaminated	  sharps,	  medical	  
equipment,	  improper	  use	  of	  PPE,	  etc.	  
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What	  is	  Ebola?	  Facts?	  

•  People	  are	  not	  infec.ous	  un.l	  they	  are	  sick	  	  

•  The	  infec+on	  can	  take	  up	  to	  21	  days	  to	  incubate	  	  
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What	  is	  Ebola?	  Facts?	  

•  Ebola	  virus	  can	  survive	  mul+ple	  cycles	  of	  thawing	  
and	  freezing	  and	  long-‐term	  storage	  	  

•  However,	  survival	  on	  surfaces	  at	  room	  temperature	  
is	  measured	  in	  hours	  rather	  than	  days	  (survival	  
improves	  in	  the	  cold)	  	  
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What	  is	  Ebola?	  Facts?	  
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What	  Are	  The	  Risks?	  
•  The	  risk	  of	  catching	  Ebola	  in	  the	  US	  is	  very	  low	  
because	  its	  spread	  can	  be	  prevented	  using	  simple	  
precau+ons.	  	  

•  The	  US	  has	  a	  modern,	  well	  developed	  healthcare	  
system	  with	  good	  public	  health	  informa+on	  making	  
preven+on	  easier.	  

•  The	  risk	  of	  catching	  Ebola	  from	  waste	  management	  
ac+vi+es	  is	  extremely	  low	  as	  there	  are	  stringent	  
requirements	  for	  the	  treatment	  and	  packaging	  of	  
the	  waste	  that	  prevent	  exposure	  to	  contaminated	  
blood	  or	  body	  fluids.	  
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What	  is	  Stericycle	  Doing?	  

•  At	  present,	  Stericycle	  is	  NOT	  processing	  any	  
Category	  A,	  untreated	  Ebola	  waste	  in	  any	  of	  our	  
facili+es.	  

•  Stericycle	  has	  documented	  procedures	  for	  the	  
management	  of	  Category	  A	  pathogen	  wastes	  
including	  Ebola.	  

•  The	  procedures	  cover	  all	  aspects	  of	  managing	  
these	  wastes	  from	  receiving	  the	  customer	  inquiry	  
to	  making	  the	  collec+on	  and	  ul+mate	  disposal.	  
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What	  is	  Stericycle	  Doing?	  

•  We	  con+nue	  to	  update	  these	  to	  reflect	  current	  
DOT/CDC/OSHA	  guidance.	  

•  We	  are	  maintaining	  a	  dialogue	  with	  the	  CDC,	  the	  
regulators,	  and	  our	  customers	  to	  ensure	  we’re	  in	  a	  
posi+on	  to	  help	  while	  protec+ng	  our	  Team	  
Members	  and	  the	  wider	  community.	  



DISCLAIMER: This document is for internal use only and is confidential & proprietary—no part of this publication may be reproduced, disseminated, or 
transmitted in any form or by any means.	


 Copyright © 2013 Stericycle, Inc. All rights reserved	


Management	  of	  Ebola	  Waste	  

•  We	  Have	  Waste	  –	  What	  Do	  We	  Do	  Now?	  

–  Classifica+on	  

–  Proper	  Packaging	  for	  Transport	  –	  Special	  
Permit	  

–  Working	  with	  Customers	  

–  Protec+on	  of	  Team	  Members	  
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Classifica8on	  
•  Waste	  Pre-‐Treated	  at	  Hospital	  by	  Autoclave	  is	  NO	  

longer	  Category	  A	  –	  Requires	  Pre-‐Treatment	  
Cer+fica+on	  by	  Generator.	  	  

–  Can	  be	  managed	  as	  solid	  waste	  

–  Can	  be	  over	  classified	  as	  RMW	  

•  Waste	  NOT	  Pre-‐Treated	  at	  Hospital	  is	  Category	  A	  
Waste	  per	  DOT	  

–  Requires	  Packaging	  to	  meet	  49	  CFR	  178.609	  

–  Robust	  Packaging	  Requirements	  

–  Special	  Permit	  required	  
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Proper	  Packaging	  for	  Transport	  	  
Special	  Permit	  

•  The	  following	  photos	  are	  pictures	  of	  Category	  A	  Materials	  
packaged	  for	  incinera+on	  at	  a	  3rd	  party	  incinerator.	  	  These	  
materials	  cannot	  be	  accepted	  for	  treatment	  at	  Stericycle	  
facili+es.	  

•  No	  Team	  Members	  should	  handle	  this	  waste	  in	  any	  
manner	  prior	  to	  being	  properly	  trained.	  

•  Contact	  dispatch	  should	  you	  be	  offered	  this	  waste	  while	  
on	  your	  route.	  
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Proper	  Packaging	  for	  Transport	  	  
Special	  Permit	  
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Waste	  Acceptance	  

•  Drivers	  :	  	  DO	  NOT	  transport	  this	  container	  or	  any	  other	  container	  that	  has	  been	  
iden+fied	  as	  containing	  or	  may	  contain	  EBOLA	  waste	  

•  Drivers	  must	  be	  trained	  on	  specific	  procedures	  prior	  to	  transpor+ng	  EBOLA	  waste	  

•  The	  applicable	  DOT	  Special	  permit	  must	  be	  carried	  in	  the	  truck	  	  

•  If	  this	  container	  or	  any	  other	  container	  that	  may	  contain	  EBOLA	  waste	  is	  offered	  to	  
you	  by	  a	  customer	  /	  generator	  for	  transporta+on,	  contact	  your	  supervisor/
dispatcher	  immediately	  

•  Processing	  /	  Plant	  Workers:	  	  DO	  NOT	  touch	  this	  container	  in	  any	  way	  

•  If	  this	  container	  or	  any	  other	  container	  is	  iden+fied	  as	  containing	  or	  may	  contain	  
EBOLA	  waste,	  stop	  the	  process	  immediately	  and	  contact	  your	  supervisor	  

•  If	  iden+fied	  in	  a	  customer	  loaded	  trailer,	  roll	  off	  container,	  or	  any	  other	  Stericycle	  
transport	  vehicle,	  stop	  the	  process	  immediately	  and	  no+fy	  your	  supervisor	  
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Proper	  	  Labeling	  for	  Transport	  	  
Special	  Permit	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  DOT	  SP	  16279 
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Transporta8on	  Requirements	  

•  Special	  Permit	  must	  be	  maintained	  in	  the	  vehicle	  
transpor+ng	  Ebola	  Waste	  

•  Stericycle	  affected	  Team	  Members	  must	  be	  
trained	  on	  the	  SP	  and	  documented	  

•  Emergency	  Response	  book	  must	  be	  updated	  to	  
support	  Ebola	  waste	  stream	  

•  Transporta+on	  vehicle	  must	  be	  made	  available	  
for	  a	  level	  1	  inspec+on	  prior	  to	  transport.	  

•  PHMSA	  must	  be	  informed	  prior	  to	  transporta+on	  
of	  Ebola	  waste.	  



DISCLAIMER: This document is for internal use only and is confidential & proprietary—no part of this publication may be reproduced, disseminated, or 
transmitted in any form or by any means.	


 Copyright © 2013 Stericycle, Inc. All rights reserved	


Transporta8on	  Requirements	  

•  Vehicles	  used	  to	  Transport	  Cat	  A	  Materials	  will	  be	  
decontaminated	  by	  Stericycle	  and/or	  a	  3rd	  party.	  

•  Addi+onal	  PPE	  will	  be	  provided,	  as	  applicable	  -‐	  	  
such	  as	  double	  gloving,	  Tyvek	  suit,	  apron,	  etc.	  

•  In	  case	  of	  a	  spill,	  contact	  ERTS	  at	  800-‐201-‐6804	  
for	  cleanup	  of	  spill	  material.	  
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•  Loading	  and	  unloading	  must	  be	  performed	  
manually.	  	  No	  mechanical	  means.	  	  Dolly’s	  are	  
allowed,	  no	  forkliQ	  opera+on	  

•  While	  in	  transport,	  cargo	  doors	  must	  be	  locked	  at	  
all	  +me.	  

•  Prior	  to	  beginning	  route,	  the	  transporta+on	  
vehicle	  must	  be	  visually	  inspected	  for	  leaks.	  

•  Once	  dispatched,	  vehicle	  must	  proceed	  to	  the	  
designated	  processing	  facility	  with	  no	  delay.	  

Transporta8on	  Requirements	  
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Transporta8on	  Requirements	  
New	  Shipping	  Papers	  
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Working	  With	  Our	  Customers	  
•  Provide	  informa+on	  about	  the	  difference	  between	  Cat	  A	  and	  

RMW	  
•  Ensure	  healthcare	  facili+es	  understand	  they	  need	  to	  segregate	  

Cat	  A	  wastes	  from	  other	  RMW	  
•  Provide	  informa+on	  about	  proper	  packaging	  
•  If	  Special	  Permit	  is	  obtained,	  healthcare	  facility	  is	  required	  to	  

be	  provided	  and	  healthcare	  facility	  must	  train	  appropriate	  
staff	  on	  Special	  Permit	  condi+ons	  	  

•  If	  our	  employees	  work	  within	  hospital	  understand	  their	  
protocols	  for	  communica+ng	  about	  poten+al	  pa+ents	  and	  
isola+on	  areas	  

•  Acceptable	  onsite	  treatment	  protocols	  
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Protec8ng	  Our	  Team	  Members	  

•  Follow	  our	  Universal	  Precau+ons/BBP	  protocols	  

•  Remember	  bleach	  is	  our	  friend!	  

•  Train	  and	  communicate	  appropriately	  –	  some+mes	  the	  media	  
can	  be	  scary!	  

•  Work	  with	  our	  customers	  and	  the	  local	  health	  departments	  

•  Work	  with	  HR	  and	  management	  on	  individual	  issues	  



DISCLAIMER: This document is for internal use only and is confidential & proprietary—no part of this publication may be reproduced, disseminated, or 
transmitted in any form or by any means.	


 Copyright © 2013 Stericycle, Inc. All rights reserved	



